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SYLLABUS OF AUGUST 18, 2014  
 
HOʻOULU-LĀHUI: TO GROW A NATION 
 
Formerly Known as “Legal History of Hawai’i” 
LWPA 582E-001 
Dated: August 18, 2014  
 
Professor:  Williamson B.C. Chang  wbchang@hawaii.edu 
Teaching Assistants:  Makana Paris [makana.paris@gmail.com] and Ty Aki [College of 
Education] [tyaki@hawaii.edu] 
When: Fridays, 1:00 pm –2:40 pm 
Credits 2-3 [variable] [See Discussion Below] 
Location: Presently Seminar Room 3 [but likely to change]  
[Cap on the Class—21 students] 
Office Hours:  To be Announced 
 
History of the Course: 
 
During the past spring and summer there has been an explosive challenge to the status 
quo understanding of the status of the Hawaiian Islands. At an April 17, 2014 forum at the Law 
School, two of the three presenters, Dr. Keanu Sai and Professor Chang presented evidence that 
the 1) Kingdom of Hawaii continues to exist as a subject of international law 2) by its own laws 
the United States lacks sovereignty over the Hawaiian Islands and 3) the United States thus 
occupies the Hawaiian Islands under international law. 
 
Some weeks later, these presentations became the basis of a letter sent on May 5, 2014 
from the Chief Executive Officer of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs to United States Secretary of 
State John Kerry. That letter asked four questions—the first of which was whether the Kingdom 
of Hawai’i continues to exist and the last that implied that OHA trustees might incur criminal 
liability in pursuing the “Native Hawaiian Roll” leading to federal recognition.   
 
Immediately, the Department of Interior set up and held 15 statewide hearings on 
establishing rules to enable a Native Hawaiian government –e.g. federal recognition. The 
testimony of the hundreds emphasized that the most important issues were those raised in the 
letter by Dr. Crabbe and at the earlier forum. The two most prevalent points, raised time and 
again, were (1) whether the United States has sovereignty over the Hawaiian Islands and (2) 
whether the Kingdom of Hawai’i, a sovereign and independent nation, continues to exist.  
 
The continued existence of the Kingdom would render the Department of Interior’s 
proposal legally questionable. The existence of the Kingdom raises the question that Hawai’i is 
occupied by the United States in violation of international law. As a result, such occupation has 
extraordinary ramifications as to current United States foreign policy around the world because 
of the Kingdom of Hawai’i’s treaties with other independent nations.   Officials of the 
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Departments of Interior and Justice who represented the United States at these hearings did not 
answer these questions; deferring to the Department of State as the appropriate agency. The 
hearings, according to many, should have been held before Secretary Kerry and the State 
Department not the Department of Interior. 
 
The questions as to the continuity, under international law, of the Kingdom of Hawaii, 
and the validity of the assertions of United States jurisdiction over the Hawaiian Islands has 
enormous consequences for law students, the legal profession, the peoples of Hawai’i and the 
United States, and the nations of the world.  
 
Objectives of the Course: 
 
 The course has two broad objectives: First, it will carefully and comprehensively 
examine the claims that 1) the Kingdom continues to exist as a subject of international law, 2) 
that the United States lacks sovereignty and jurisdiction over the Hawaiian Islands, and 3) that 
the United States “occupies” the Hawaiian Islands in contravention of the international law of 
occupation. The first five weeks of the class will be devoted to examining these issues in depth. 
 
 Second, the course will ask and attempt to answer the question “If so, what next?” We 
will examine such issues as 1) what are the consequences of “occupation?” and 2) what will 
Hawai’i be like after “occupation?” What will be the rules of citizenship and nationality? Will 
Hawai’i be better off, economically?  How will a de-occupied Hawai’i address important issues 
and problems faced today: homelessness; the high cost of living and housing; health; prisons; the 
lack of appropriate jobs; land use and the “ceded lands”; and resource protection-- including food 
security and international fishing rights? In short, will a de-occupied Hawaii be a better place to 
live? 
 
 By the fourth week, task forces should be final. During weeks two, three and four 
projected task forces will meet with the instructor and assistants for advice. 
 
 The next six weeks of the course will be devoted to these issues. Students, guided by their 
indicated preferences, will be assigned to “task forces” focusing on issues such as those 
described above. We envision approximately three students per task force.  Task forces will act 
as teams. Together they will make a thirty [30] minutes presentation in the final weeks of the 
course.  
 
Task forces composed only of students taking only two units will present fifteen [15] to 
twenty [20] page white paper on their conclusions and observations. Task forces composed of at 
least one three unit student will present twenty [20] to thirty [30] page papers.  These limits are 
to include footnotes. 
 
 During the next six weeks of the course we will bring in various experts who will give 
presentations to the whole class on topics related to the task forces such as 1) business and 
economic opportunities if Hawaii was an independent nation state; 2) rules of citizenship and 
nationality in the Kingdom of Hawaii; 3) new research on the history of Hawaii’s public and 
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ceded lands 4) rights and remedies under international law and within the international order and 
5) a comparative analysis of other states, nations or territories that have undergone a similar 
history and similar topics.  
 
 In addition to this period, the task forces will arrange to collaborate and discuss their 
topic goals.  Task forces will produce an outline of their topic, divide their work in agreement 
with their team and make a five (5) minute presentation about their topic. Each task force 
member will be responsible for the success of the task force as a whole.  Professor Chang, 
Makana and Ty will be available to assist. They will each hold regular office hours during these 
weeks. 
     
 Finally in the last three weeks, the task forces will make their presentations to the class. 
We envision a maximum of seven task forces meaning that there is a cap of twenty-one students 
to the class. 
 
 “White papers” will be due on the last Friday of the Examination period at the close of 
business.  Please email them to Professor Chang. wbchang@hawaii.edu (The task forces may 
make a CD or DVD of their project as well.) (Ty Aki will advise on archiving, presentation and 
collaboration.) 
 
Open to Graduate Students in Other Departments:   
 
This course is open to graduate students from other departments with the consent of the 
instructor. We wish to encourage students from other disciplines to take the class. We feel that 
the task force experience and product will be greatly enhanced by an interdisciplinary approach. 
 
Variable Credit: This is a two-unit course with a three-unit option.   
 
Two Unit Option:  
Most students will be encouraged to take this as a two-unit credit no-credit class. For 
these students thirty per cent of their grade will be based on a one-hour take home midterm 
[pages limited] given after week five. Seventy per cent of their grade will be based on their 
participation and contribution to their respective task forces.  
 
3 Units Graded Option:  
 
Students who opt for three units will be primarily, but not solely, responsible for the task 
force’s production of a “white paper” [on the topic of their task force] and will receive a grade 
for their contribution.  
 
For task forces with a student taking the course for three units, each white paper should 
be no less than 20 pages and no more than 30 pages. [With footnotes]  These white papers will 
be the product of all students in the task force.   
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Grades for students in the three-unit option will also be 20 per cent for the mid-term and 
80 per cent for their portion of the white paper and presentation. 
 
Graduate Students from Other Departments: Graded Option: 
 
We do understand that graduate students from other departments may be subject to 
different grading policies. We will try to appropriately apply such grading standards. Students 
from other Departments should meet with Professor Chang and inform him of such standards. 
 
Midterm:  
 
All students will take a midterm examination [take home] at the end of the fifth week.  
The subject of the midterm will be the readings, lectures and discussions during the first five 
weeks.  Midterm answers will be five to eight pages, five minimum, eight maximum, double-
spaced. 
 
 
Schedule: 
 
Week Date Topic Assignments/Readings 
1 8/29 Class Organization and Lecture and 
Discussion: “The Jurisprudence of Chief 
Justice William S. Richardson: Kingdom 
Law within an American Federalist 
Context [Professor Chang] 
Reading:  Williamson Chang, “The 
Life of the Law is Perpetuated in 
Righteousness: The Jurisprudence 
of William S. Richardson” 33 
Univ. of Hawai’i Law Review 99 
(2010) [Required] [Available on 
Laulima] 
2 9/5 Dr. David Keanu Sai “The Continuity of 
the Kingdom of Hawaii as a Subject of 
International Law: Part I.” 
Readings: Dr. David Keanu Sai, 
“American Occupation of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom: Beginning the 
Transition from Occupied to 
Restored State.” And Dr. David 
Keanu Sai, “Brief: The Continuity 
of the Hawaiian State and the 
Legitimacy of the Acting 
Government of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom.” (August 4, 2013) 
[Required] [Available on Laulima] 
3 9/12 Dr. David Keanu Sai “The Continuity of 
the Kingdom of Hawaii as a Subject of 
International Law,” Part II. 
Readings: Dr. David Keanu Sai, 
“American Occupation of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom: Beginning the 
Transition from Occupied to 
Restored State.” And Dr. David 
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Keanu Sai, “Brief: The Continuity 
of the Hawaiian State and the 
Legitimacy of the Acting 
Government of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom.” (August 4, 2013) 
[Required] [Available on Laulima] 
4 9/19 Begin Organization of Task Forces and  
Professor Chang, The Failures of Treaty of 
Annexation of 1897 and the Joint 
Resolution of 1898. 
 
Teams: Task Force selection should be 
done by this date. 
Readings:  Williamson Chang, 
“The Failures of the Treaty of 
1897 and the Joint Resolution of 
1898.” [Class Materials] 
[Required] [Not Yet Available on 
Laulima] 
5 9/26 Discussion of Task Force Selections) and 
Williamson Chang, “United States 
Sovereignty over the Hawaiian Island in 
light of Sections Two of the Organic Act 
and the Act of Admission of Hawaii as a 
State Part I” 
 
Midterm:  Given out after Class. Midterms 
due 4:00 PM Monday September 29. 
 
[Class Materials Required] [Not 
Yet Available on Laulima] 
 
6 10/3 Williamson Chang, “United States 
Sovereignty over the Hawaiian Island in 
light of Sections Two of the Organic Act 
and the Act of Admission of Hawaii as a 
State Part I” and Lecture and Class 
Discussion: “What’s Next: Strategies and 
Visions” 
( Task Forces will make a 5 minute 
presentation about their topic) 
 
[Class Materials] Required] [Not 
Yet Available on Laulima] 
7 10/10 Dr. David Keanu Sai: “The International 
Law of Occupation.” 
Readings: Re-read Chapter Four of 
Dr. David Keanu Sai, “American 
Occupation of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom: Beginning the 
Transition from Occupied to 
Restored State.” [Available on 
Laulima] 
8 10/17 Open Class [To Be Determined]  
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9 10/24 Dexter Kaiama “Contemporary Domestic 
and International Law Strategies Towards 
De-occupation.  
[Class Materials] Required] [Not 
Yet Available on Laulima] 
10 10/31 Dr. Willy Kauai: “Citizenship, Race and 
Nationality: Law and Society in the 
Kingdom of Hawaii,”and 3)( Task forces 
will be assigned their presentation dates 
and time slots) 
[Class Materials] Required] [Not 
Yet Available on Laulima] 
11 11/7 Dr. Donovan Preza [Geography] Hawaiian 
Kingdom Land Tenure and Public Lands 
[Speaker and materials still subject to 
Confirmation] 
[Class Materials] Required] [Not 
Yet Available on Laulima] 
12 11/14 Task Force Presentations No. 1 
(Student presentations) 
 
13 11/21 Task Force Presentations No. 2 
(Student presentations) 
 
14 12/5 Task Force Presentations No. 3 
(Student presentations) 
 
 
